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tendencies that constitute the exact foundations of ike
personality.
However, telling my friend that it was now his turn
to contribute to the psychological experiment, I used
the first idea that occurred to me and requested him to
permit his thoughts to flow unrestrainedly from that
idea, and to utter them aloud so that I could hear them.
Standing on a shelving ridge of the wainscoting of
the dining-room where we were seated was a hand-
painted dinner plate, and as one suggestion was as
good as any other for the purpose of my experiment I
uttered the word " plate/' and then sat back to watch
developments.
For a few moments my friend's associations flowed
uninterruptedly, and there was no restraint in regard
to his giving utterance to them; but there soon ensued
a slight hesitancy. After a moment or so, however,
the thoughts started to flow freely again, and with my
" patient " giving utterance to them quite unrestrainedly.
It was not long, however, before another slight
hitch occurred in the freeness of the associations, so
that an experience of hesitancy once more developed
momentarily; but this break soon became repaired and
he gave utterance to a further spurt of associations.
Choosing a period of hesitancy which I considered
a good one for my purpose (and acting immediate^
the hesitancy occurred), I asked my friend to explain
the reason for the periodical breaks. He replied:
" Nothing seemed to come into my mind for a moment;
my mind seemed to be a blank for a time."
I then suggested to my subject that there was more
than a modicum of truth, after all, in what David said
about the standard of veracity manifested by mortal